TOWN OF CENTRAL
PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES
CENTRAL TOWN HALL
1067 WEST MAIN STREET - CENTRAL, SC  29630
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2011- 7:00PM

Present:  Mayor Pro-tem Lynne Chapman, Council Members S. Paige Bowers, Harrison R. Holladay, and Benji Cumbie; Town Administrator Phillip D. Mishoe; Executive Fire Officer Ben Smith; Assistant Town Administrator Tom Cloer; Members of the Press Vince Jackson, Greg Oliver and Town Clerk Susan A. Brewer. 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Pro-tem Lynne Chapman.  

Harry Holladay rendered the invocation.

Mayor Pro-tem Lynne Chapman asked the Administrator, Phillip Mishoe to approach the council to discuss the Second Amendment to the Redevelopment Plan.

Phillip Mishoe said that there were two properties added to the TIF district that consist of the Fire Station and the development of the Recreation Property.  He said at this time Pickens County School District and Pickens County did not want to participate but we needed move forward and in the future if they wanted to start participating everything would be in place.

Mayor Pro-tem Lynne Chapman asked for Public Comments
Harry Holladay asked what property of the Fire Department would be added.  Phillip Mishoe explained that in the prior TIF district part of the fire department was in and part was not.  He said it was to clean up the maps and make sure the entire fire department as included.

Vince Jackson asked how long the TIF would last.  Mr. Mishoe said it lasted for 15 years but if at any time we felt we didn’t need the TIF council could cancel it and it would go back to the general fund.

Benji Cumbie clarified that Pickens County and the Pickens County School District could start participating any time.  Phillip Mishoe confirmed that they could come on any time and decide what tax year to use.

Vince Jackson asked if the fire department was the main thing the county could benefit from.  Mr. Mishoe said they could benefit from both. The recreation complex would benefit individuals involved in sports but a fire department would benefit everyone inside and outside city limits.

Harry Holladay asked how much this would this generate for these projects.  Mr. Mishoe said approximately $75,000 a year.  He said that without Pickens County and Pickens County School District not participating.  It would take longer but it was still could be done.    

Vince Jackson asked if Pickens County or Pickens County School District decided to participate did they have to buy in or how would that work.  Mr. Mishoe said they did not have to buy in.  If they decided to participate we would take that as they like what we are trying to do and they can start at any time. He said we would be working on grants for the next few years. Mr. Jackson then asked how much revenue would come in if everyone participated. Mr. Mishoe said it had been changing because the property had been developing since the prior TIF.  He guessed about $200,000.  

Greg Oliver asked how long it would take to see progress on these projects.  Mr. Mishoe said that it could be several years.  If the school district and Pickens County decided to participate we would see progress faster.

Harry Holladay asked where the fire station would be located.  Mr. Mishoe discussed several options and said it would ultimately be decided after an engineer comes in and does a study and council would decide then.

Phillip Mishoe said that the problem we are having with recreation grants was they are dollar for dollar and we don’t have the match.  With the TIF it will give us a dollar for dollar match.

Vince Jackson asked if it will hurt the fire department if a high end development came in. Mr. Mishoe said it was a good possibility but he also said that with the recreation complex completed it would make their property more attractive.

Vince Jackson asked if we knew why Pickens County and Pickens County School District did not want to participate.  Mr. Mishoe said he felt it was because they needed the money to balance their budgets.

Mr. Mishoe said that just beginning the recreation complex would get people excited and would want the project to be completed.  He said when the kids start going out to the fields to practice the elected officials will want to know what they can do to help.

Mayor Pro-tem Lynne Chapman asked if there were any other questions.  They were none.


With no objections Mayor Pro-tem adjourned the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,



Susan A. Brewer, Town Clerk 
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