
 
TOWN OF CENTRAL 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES   

1067 WEST MAIN STREET, CENTRAL, SC  29630 

MONDAY, APRIL 14, 2008 – 7:00 PM 

 
Present:  Mayor Mac Martin; Council Members David Donald, Tony Craig, Lynne O’Dell Chapman, 
Tracey Reynolds, Harry Holladay, and Gary White; Fire Department’s Executive Officer Ben Smith; 
Finance Director Jerri Martin; Fire Chief Ed Reynolds; Police Chief Kerry Avery; recreation Director Tom 
Cloer; Members of the Press Jessica Sibley and Vince Jackson; and Town Clerk Sandy Brown.  
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Mac Martin. 
 
Lynne Chapman rendered the invocation.  
 
Reading of Council Meeting Minutes 03/10/08 
David Donald made the motion to dispense the reading of the minutes and accept as presented; 
seconded by Lynne Chapman.  The vote was unanimous.  
 
Public Session 
There was no one. 
 
Receipt and disposition of petitions 
There were none. 
 
Reports from Council Committees: 
   

A.  David Donald – Recreation 
Mr. Donald reported that the Central Recreation Department received a grant 
from the SC Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Office for $14,222 to be used for 
conceptual drawings for the new park complex.  They are hoping that Pickens 
County will continue their recreation funding so that they can apply for a $6,000 
matching grant in July.  Tom Cloer will begin looking at advertising for an 
architect/engineering firm in late April, with hopes of having a company selected 
by July or August.   
 
Joe Crosby with the Indoor Recreation Center announced the Center will be 
closing 1-hour early in an effort to reduce costs.  Beginning May 1

st
, the Center 

will close Monday through Friday at 9:00 pm, Saturday at 8:00 pm, and Sunday 
at 6:00 pm.  This idea is based on computer logs to how many people were using 
the facility during the extra hour time.  In the fall, hours will revert back to normal. 
 
Young at Heart Coordinator Kimberly Snide sent out 718 newsletters telling of 
her new role and programs coming up. 

 
  B.  Tony Craig – Public Safety 

Mr. Craig stated the Police Department and Fire Department reports were in the 
Work Session Packets.  Anyone having any questions or concerns should 
contact Chief Reynolds or Chief Avery. 

 
  C.  Lynne Chapman – Finance 

Ms. Chapman stated the General Fund Account has a slow, positive growth; the 
Water Account is recovering; and the Sewer Account is in good shape. 

 
  D.  Tracey Reynolds – Water & Sewer 

Ms. Reynolds stated for the month of March the Water & Sewer Department 
completed 62 work orders.  They repaired numerous water leaks; in addition 
made several taps as well as tested meters.  They flushed the sewer lines, 
flowed hydrants, read meters and performed 20 reconnections.  

       
E. Harry Holladay – Planning 

Mr. Holladay reported the Planning Commission did not meet this past month.  
There will be continuing education training for the Planning Commission, Zoning 



Board of Appeals, Town Clerk, and any Council Member interested in attending, 
Monday, July 28

th
 in Liberty. 

   
  

F. Gary White – Street & Sanitation 
Mr. White reported for the month of March the Street Department completed 21 
work orders.  In addition they picked up 132 loads of brush, 17 loads of leaves, 6 
loads of metal, and 30 loads of wood.  They kept the streets cleaned and 
assisted the Water Department with reading meters. 

 
Introduction and consideration of new ordinances  
 A.  Resolution #04-14-08 CDBG - Cost difference in the grant 

Mayor Martin read the resolution in its entirety.  Lynne Chapman made the motion to 
accept the resolution as presented; seconded by Tracey Reynolds.  The vote was 
unanimous. 

   
B.  Resolution #04-14-08 CDW - Community Development Week 

Mayor Martin read the resolution in its entirety.  Tony Craig made the motion to accept 
the resolution as presented; seconded by David Donald.  The vote was unanimous. 

 
C. Proclamation for National Clerk’s Week 

Mayor Martin read the proclamation in its entirety.  Lynne Chapman made the motion to 
accept the proclamation as presented; seconded by Tracey Reynolds.  The vote was 
unanimous. 

 
D.  Ordinance #04-14-08 SAN - Sanitation Participation 

Chair made the motion to accept Ordinance 04-14-08 SAN; seconded by Tracey 
Reynolds. 

 
Mr. Donald stated he was under the impression the ordinance was established for non-
commercial establishments; however, as written this ordinance does not specify that.  He 
called the Utility Billing Supervisor and she told him there were approximately 1,400 
people participating in the sanitation program; 3 people do not.  He also stated he 
remembered well the speech about the “pie” and it was such a deal that he could not 
imagine anyone not participating in it (the sanitation program), unless there was a 
hardship on them to participate.  He said that approximately seven years ago, the cost of 
passing a code by a new ordinance was around $1,500 and he could not imagine the 
cost going down.   He stated he felt the ordinance was uncalled for and if the Town had a 
problem the Council needed to revisit this issue.  He also had some concerns about the 
rental properties in town and how it would affect them.  He told Mayor Martin that he 
mentioned in a Work Session that if the water was turned off, it was deemed non-habitual 
structure and if this were to come to pass, they (the Council) needed to look at more 
“meat” in defining it.  
 
Mayor called for a vote and he and Tracey Reynolds were in favor; David Donald, Tony 
Craig, Lynne Chapman, Harry Holladay, and Gary White were opposed. 

 
Budget discussion 

Mayor Martin asked the Council to turn to their budgets both Original and Revised.  He 
wanted Council to understand they were not trying to rush the process and pass anything 
they did not understand; this procedure was only to expedite the process.   He pointed 
out they have the original budget and the revised budget with the changes from the Work 
Session.   Gary White stated he had reviewed it and had trouble understanding what was 
changed on the revised budget.  Mayor Martin asked Mr. Mishoe to go over the changes. 
 
Mr. Mishoe asked them to look at the original budget, water revenue.  He stated in the 
original budget they (Council) wanted to include the $25,000 for the water tower.  Mr. 
Mishoe also stated that Gary White had suggested they take the reserve amount and 
move it to the water tank repair fund; then figure how much the rates would need to be 
raised to cover the balance between the $25,000 and the $8,000.  That was the change 
that was requested for water.  The original was as he presented it and the revised 
includes the amount of water rates increase to include the $25,000 for the water tank 
repairs.  David Donald asked which line changed and Mr. Mishoe stated the only line that 
changed on the water was the bottom line.  He pointed out to Mr. Donald on the original it 
is an increase of twenty-five cent per thousand gallons and on the revised it is forty cent 
per thousand to cover the extra amount for the water tank.  Mr. Mishoe then asked the 



Council to turn to the back where the expenditures were located and see where the 
reserve fund of $8,000 was moved to the water tank repair.  
 
Mr. Donald stated the way he understood it was, the water rate increase was forty cent 
per thousand gallons – across the board.   Mr. Mishoe stated that was correct; it was the 
revised budget.  Mr. Donald stated if they raised it forty cent per thousand on the inside 
rate, increases everyone’s water bill 12.8% and the outside rate would be 7.94%.  The 
Town has always had time and time and one-half gap difference between the inside and 
outside customers; if Council goes forty cent across the board, the gap is closing.  The 
industrial rate increases the one customer that’s on the industrial rate, who was 
mentioned in the work session that they will eventually close – increases their water bill 
by 15.9%.  There was not an increase in the wholesale rate.  Mr. Donald stated he felt 
they were on the right track but he hated to see the difference in the inside increase 
substantially more than the outside rates.   Mayor Martin stated he felt the days of 
charging higher rates on the outside (of town limits) were coming to an end.  Lynne 
Chapman asked for a clarification on the difference of the inside and outside rates.  Mr. 
Mishoe stated they would need to increase the outside rate at a different percentage than 
the inside in order to keep the outside customers at a higher rate.   
 
Mr. Donald stated he was also concerned that the wholesale rate was not increased.  Mr. 
Mishoe stated it was raised in October when Easley-Central raised the town’s rates.   Mr. 
Donald said he was not comfortable with the industrial rate being raised because as 
discussed in the Work Session they are struggling now and may close their doors.  Ms. 
Chapman asked if he was saying he wanted to leave them alone.  Mr. Donald stated at 
least change their percentage; and the he stated he would rather leave them alone.  Ms. 
Chapman asked how it would make everyone else (in the Town) feel.  Mr. Donald stated 
if he was paying $37,000 to the town yearly he would want them to leave him alone also.  
 
Mayor Martin asked that the water issue be on the next Work Session. 

 
 E.  Policy #04-14-08 SANT-COMM - Sanitation Fee Increase 

David Donald made the motion to accept the policy as presented; seconded by Gary 
White.  The vote was unanimous.  

 
 
F.  Policy #04-14-08 SANT-TIPPING - Sanitation Fee Increase 

David Donald made the motion to accept the policy as presented; seconded by Tracey 
Reynolds.  The vote was unanimous. 

 
 G.   Policy #04-14-08 RS - Residential Sanitation Increase  

David Donald made the motion to accept the policy; seconded by Tracey Reynolds.  Mr. 
Donald made the motion to amend the policy to include the effective date of July 1, 2008; 
seconded by Harry Holladay.  The vote was unanimous.  Council then voted on the 
original motion and all were in favor. 

 
Consideration of ordinances already in possession of Council 

A.  Second Reading of Ordinance #03-10-08 SALE 
Chair moved to accept the ordinance as presented; seconded by Lynne Chapman.  The 
vote was unanimous. 

 
Reports from the Administrator and Mayor 

A. Administrator 
 Mr. Mishoe stated the Community Development Block     

  grant was hand-delivered to Columbia Monday, April 14
th
. 

 
The Town will open the bids for the paving of the parking lot at the Allen House 
Tuesday, April 15

th
. 

 
The traffic light at the post office intersection will be operating Tuesday, April 15

th
 

in the afternoon. 
 
Clemson’s Mayor Abernathy is in the hospital with pneumonia and a lung 
infection. 
 
Mr. Mishoe also asked the Council to mark their calendars for July 17

th
 – 20

th
 for 

the Municipal Association’s Annual Meeting. 



 
Gary White asked if town had any input on the new traffic light.  He stated it 
seems someone says a new light should go there and there it is.  He didn’t think 
one was needed at Vickery Drive but was needed at Isaqueena Trail; and the 
one at the post office is too close to the Vickery Drive light.  Mayor Martin stated 
if the town wanted to buy the light, they could decide where it goes.  Mr. White 
stated “they” as a Council should carry a little weight in the decisions of the town. 
 

B. Mayor 
Mayor Martin had no report at this time. 

 
Miscellaneous business not included in any of the proceeding items 

David Donald stated he had many people ask him how they could get a copy of the 
Mayor’s newsletter if they did not have computer access.  Mayor Martin told him they 
could go to the county library and use the computers; or they could go online to read it.  
He also said he could not print the newsletters because of the cost involved. 
 
Mr. Donald also asked what time the bids would be opened for the paving of the parking 
lot.  Mr. Mishoe stated 10:00 am on Tuesday, April 15

th
. 

 
Harry Holladay asked when the next Pickens County Municipal Association was and 
where would it be held.  Mr. Mishoe stated Chris Eldridge is the new president and he 
was trying to get acclimated.   Sandy Brown stated she would inquire and let every one 
know. 

 
With no objections Mayor Martin adjourned the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sandra L. Brown 
Town Clerk 
 
 
Approved by Council:  May 12, 2008 
 
 


