
 

 

TOWN OF CENTRAL 

SPECIAL CALLED MEETING   

1067 WEST MAIN STREET, CENTRAL, SC  29630 

THURSDAY, MARCH 18, 2010 – 5:30  PM 

 

The meeting was called to order by Dirk Reis, Grant Services Director of Appalachian 
Council of Governments.  Mr. Reis stated the meeting was a “needs assessment” public 
hearing, per the state guidelines for  the Community Development Funds. 
 
Public Comments: 
 What does public likes about Central? 

Close-knit community that keeps the town’s identity  
  A Progressive government – trying to stay on the forefront  
  Keep abreast of changes 
  Quality of life 
  Educational system 
  Proximity to everything the public needs 
  Wal-Mart 
  
 What are the needs of Central? 
  Adequate housing 
  Upper-scale housing for a better tax basis 
  Low-to-moderate income doesn’t bring in the taxes needed. 
  SC Regional Authority has a project for low income people but  
   additional low income family housing is needed. 
  Lot of their houses are sub-standard such as Habitat Homes 

A CDBG was done years ago and the Town went in and  
revitalized homes that were in bad shape. 

  People with low income have a hard time finding housing. 
Multi-unit dwelling is being build so fast that at some point there  

will be a glut and these places will be empty and run down. 
  In favor of more single family homes 
 
 What are the infrastructure needs? 
  Sewer is needed in Head Town and Watkins Street 
  A bike path or sidewalk is needed going to Wal-Mart 
  Most citizens complain about the sewer, smell, etc. 
  It is not safe for kids to play in the creeks. 
  Sewer taps are run down and need replacing. 
  Every water line in the town needs to be replaced. 
 
 What about Public Facilities? 

 The citizens are lucky to have an indoor recreation facility 
 Appreciate the library 
 The town is working on a new recreation facility when funds  
           become available. 
 
 
 
 
 



What about public safety? 
 Police officers definitely need to be paid more. 
 They could use a larger police force. 
 Can’t afford to hire more officers 
 They have a great fire department. 
 Lack of equipment is an issue with the police department. 
 
What about economic development? 
 Jobs are needed 

Tourism and new businesses hesitate to come into town because of the  
  infrastructure. 
Down-town has 2 -3 buildings with no tenants. 
The Mayor has changed the Council Committees around to  
     continue to upgrade the down town. 
The rail road club promotes tourism. 
Tri-County Technical college is just down the road and on the  
  bus route. 
The town will soon have a career center nearby. 
The Rail Road Club, and History Heritage Museum is a regional  

attraction. 
  Collins Ole Town is a draw; but it is outside town limits.  People  

who visit it will eat in Central though. 
  The owners of the old Roller Mill are presently restoring it. 
  Southern Wesleyan College has Freedoms Hill Church, which  

is a tourist attraction. 
  The town has the old Central High School. 
  The Town of Central is on the Heritage Corridor. 
 
 What are the 3-top priorities? 
  1) Upgrade sewer and water 
  2) Housing – moderate income, single family 
  3) More jobs down town – redevelopment 
 
The town needs something to do – places to shop – upscale decent businesses so that 
visitors want to spend money; businesses that would attract money. 
 
Synergy – when people see a nice down town they think about living there.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sandra L. Brown, CMC 
Town Clerk 
   
  
 
  
         
 
 
 
 
 
 


