
TOWN OF CENTRAL 
REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
MINUTES 
MARCH 10, 2003 
CENTRAL TOWN HALL 

1067 WEST MAIN STREET 
CENTRAL, S. C. 29630 

Present:  Mayor Harrison R. Holladay, Jr.; Councilpersons: David 
Donald,  Mac Martin, Gary White, Stan Thompson, Joe Head, Frank 
Chaka; Police Chief Joe Gibbs; Administrator Herbert Thompson; 
Citizens on the attached sign-in sheet; Clerk Grace Towe. 

Mayor Harrison R. Holladay, Jr. called the regular Town Council 
meeting to order at 7:00 P. M. 

Councilman Stan Thompson rendered the invocation. 

Minutes of the February 10, 2003 regular Town Council meeting were 
presented. Councilman David Donald noted that on the second page the 
word "silk" should be "silt" and on the first page where those present are 
listed, remove (Mr. Head on vacation).  Councilman Thompson stated 
that his view was that it is not necessary to record why a council 
member was absent.  It was consensus of Council to accept this view.  
After discussion a motion was made by Frank Chaka and seconded by 
Gary White to adopt the minutes as corrected.  The vote was unanimous. 

Public Session (30 minutes) No input. 

Receipt and Disposition of Petitions (15 minutes)  No petitions. 

Report from Council Committees: 

Gary White – Planning -  Mr. White reported that some engineering 
firms had been requested to look at our Streetscape project and will be 
looking at this information at the next Planning Commission meeting 
when it meets on March 25, 2003. 

Joe Head – Water and Sewer – Mr. Head reported that the decision by 
the arbitrator is on track with the report by March 26, 2003.  Mr. Head 
advised Council that more water lines had been broken on Main Street, 
these are the lines that Council has discussed to be replaced and his 
suggestion is to move this priority up on the list.  The Heritage Society 
has a presentation this night with the emphasis on the fire department's 
beginning and progress through the years. 

Stan Thompson – Public Safety – Mr. Thompson presented the activity 
of the police department for the month of February and emphasized the 
number of false alarm calls and suggested that at a future work session 
this subject might be discussed and some kind of Town policy might be 
put into place to deal with this issue and possibly bring about a 
reduction of false alarms.  Mr. Thompson reported that the Police 



Advisory Committee would have its second meeting this Thursday at 
7:30 P. M.  Councilman Mac Martin discussed the problem on Main 
Street of persons making a "U" turn and this issue was discussed.  
Police Chief Joe Gibbs discussed the difference in making a "U" turn 
and a "J" turn and reported that a person is not ticketed for making a "J" 
turn but will be ticketed for making a "U" turn.  Councilman David 
Donald asked of Chief Joe Gibbs if the false alarm issue also applied to 
the police department.  Chief Gibbs advised that it is frequently an 
issue in the police department and this takes away some of the 
efficiency of the officers on duty to have to respond to these alarms. 

Frank Chaka – Finance – Mr. Chaka presented the financial report with 
favorable results. 

Mac Martin – Recreation -  Mr. Martin reported that the basketball 
tournament went well on Saturday March 8.  He reported that 
registration is still going on for baseball and softball.  Mr. Martin 
discussed the different upcoming events for the recreation program and 
reported that land for a baseball field is still being discussed.  Mr. 
Martin reported that Recreation Director Tom Cloer had a meeting 
scheduled with the Directors of Cannon Hospital reference Senior 
Health Fitness Fair.  Remodeling of the concession stand is scheduled 
for starting by April 1, 2003.  The Indoor Recreation Center is taking 
bids for a cleaning crew.  The utilization of the facility in January and 
February was very good with only four complaints. 

David Donald – Streets and Sanitation -  Mr.  Donald thanked Council, 
on behalf of Brown Brothers Antiques, for the repair of the drainage 
problem near their business.  Also, the people on Watkins Street are 
grateful that the two streetlights are working well.  Councilman Mac 
Martin reported a problem with people walking their dogs and not 
cleaning up after them. 

Pending Resolutions: 

Councilman David Donald presented Resolution #3-2 to sell surplus 
equipment at Public Auction on Saturday April 19, 2003.  Mr. Donald 
read the top part of the resolution and the items listed below were not 
read.  Copies of the resolution are available in the clerk's office.  Mr. 
Donald made the motion to adopt this resolution and the motion was 
seconded by Frank Chaka and the vote was unanimous. 

Councilman Stan Thompson presented Resolution #03-3 to reappoint 
Donald Brookshire and Janet Reece as the Assistant Municipal Judges.  
Frank Chaka made a motion to adopt the resolution.  The motion was 
seconded by Gary White.  After discussion the vote was six for and one 
opposed.  Mr. Thompson opposed. 

Councilman Stan Thompson presented Resolution #03-1 to regulate the 
use of the Information Sign located on S C Highway 93.  Councilman 
Mac Martin made a motion to adopt this resolution and the motion was 
seconded by Frank Chaka.  Councilman Joe Head reminded Council of 
discussion in work session that the Town has first priority in use of the 
sign.  After discussion Mayor Holladay called for the vote.  The vote 
was unanimous. 



Ordinances in Possession of Council: 

First reading of Ordinance #3-01-03 DWF to collect a Drinking Water 
Testing fee of $1.20 per quarter.  Joe Head made the motion to adopt 
the ordinance and the motion was seconded by David Donald.  The 
vote was unanimous. 

First reading of Ordinance #03-02-03 B.L.A. to amend business license 
Ordinance #93-11-10BLA.  The ordinance had been reviewed at work 
session.  A motion to accept the ordinance was made by Councilman 
David Donald and seconded by Councilman Frank Chaka. Councilman 
Mac Martin excused himself from the Council chambers stating a 
potential conflict of interest because of his business in town. (His 
written statement is included herewith).  Councilman Stan Thompson 
stated that "with all due respect to my colleagues, I am inclined to think 
that perhaps anyone in this body who holds a business license might 
potentially have a conflict of interest, but that's not for me to decide".  
Councilman David Donald addressed Mayor Holladay stating 
"conflicts of interest are best decided by people who feel that they have 
them or don't.  I understand what you are saying, Mr. Thompson and I 
appreciate it". 

Councilman Joe Head stated that after consideration of what was talked 
about in work session, regarding the percentage rate, he seemed to 
think that the percentage of increase might be a little stout.  He offered 
an amendment to go with a 10% increase instead of a 50% increase.  
Mr. Head made this in the form of a motion.  Mayor Holladay called 
for a second on the motion and the amendment died for lack of a 
second.  After some discussion about the declining rates in the 
ordinance, Mayor Holladay called for the vote to adopt Ordinance #03-
02-02B.L.A. on first reading.  The vote was five for and one opposed.  
Councilman Joe Head opposed. 

Report from Mayor and Administrator: 

Administrator's Report: 

Administrator Herbert Thompson stated that a memo from our Town 
Attorney regarding the arbitrator was in each packet.  He stated that he 
spent some seven and one half hours in arbitration with the County on 
this matter.  Mr. Thompson reported that he was in the witness chair 
over 45 minutes and hopefully the things that were discussed will be 
taken into consideration by the arbitrator and hopefully get some closure 
on these items.  The arbitrator made some suggestions and we will be 
looking at redoing the Inter-municipal Agreement.  Mr. Thompson 
reported that the engineers had returned and surveyed the sewer line 
from the old waste treatment plant back to Davis Street to make sure that 
there is adequate fall in this area and it appears that we do have the fall 
but there are some places in the old system that are flat and hopefully we 
can find some funding that will help correct this situation. 
Mr. Thompson reported that he had talked with our insurance carrier 
reference insurance coverage for any festival.  He was informed that 
most cities have an add on insurance to their regular coverage. 
Estimated cost for a truck to pick up brush was discussed and Mr. 
Thompson stated that a truck of this nature would cost anywhere from 



$75,000 to $92,000 depending on cubic feet of the bed.  This is passed 
on as information. 
Broadband services for Central citizens was discussed and this will be 
reported on at a future meeting. 

Late notices for water customers will be discussed in the next work 
session to put final touches on the cards 

Mayor's Report: 

Mayor Holladay reported that on Tuesday March 4, we had a 
Leadership Group from Pickens County to visit with us for a while.  
Their main concern was Wal-Mart and there was nothing new to report. 
They were also concerned about future development of which Wal-
Mart could have an impact. 

Mayor Holladay appointed a committee to select an Engineering Firm 
for the  Down Town Street Scape project.  Appointed to serve on this 
committee were:  David Donald; Stan Thompson; Gary White; Herbert 
Thompson and Tom Cloer. 

Mayor Holladay called for a head count for the Pickens County 
Municipal meeting at Norris on March 24, 2003.  There were seven 
counted. 

Mayor Holladay announced that he would be going to Clemson on 
March 31, 2003 to meet with other mayors to hear Dr. Felder and sign a 
proclamation on International Week at Clemson to be held April 5, 
2003, which will involve many activities. 

Mayor Holladay called for any other comments and Chief Joe Gibbs 
announced that beginning April 1 through June10, 2003 the Central, 
Liberty, Pendleton Police Departments along with Pickens County 
Sheriff's Department will be holding a Citizens Police Academy and 
challenged each Council member to get involved in this action. 

There being no further business Mayor Holladay called for a motion to 
adjourn.  A motion to adjourn was made by Frank Chaka and seconded 
by Stan Thompson.  The vote was unanimous. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Grace S. Towe 
Clerk to Council 


