
TOWN OF CENTRAL 
REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
MONDAY FEBRUARY 10, 2003 
CENTRAL TOWN HALL 
1067 WEST MAIN STREET 
CENTRAL, S. C. 29630 

Present:  Mayor Harrison R. Holladay, Jr.; Councilpersons: David 
Donald; "Mac" Martin; Frank Chaka; Stan Thompson; (Joe Head on 
vacation); Gary White;  Administrator Herbert Thompson; Hal Y. 
Garrett, 2002 Volunteer of the Year.  Citizens signed on attached 
sheet.  Greg Oliver, The Messenger.  Town Clerk Grace Towe. 

Mayor Harrison R. Holladay, Jr. called the regular Town Council 
meeting to order at 7:00 P. M. and rendered the invocation. 

Minutes of the January 13, 2003 regular Town Council meeting were 
presented as corrected in work session.  Motion by David Donald to 
dispense with full reading of the minutes and adopt as corrected.  The 
motion was seconded by Stan Thompson and the vote was unanimous. 

Mr. Hal Y. Garrett was recognized to come forward where Mayor 
Holladay presented him with the "Volunteer of the Year" award.  
Mayor Holladay read the resolution and commended Mr. Garrett on his 
dedication to the town for approximately thirty years of serving on the 
Town of Central Planning Commission, most of which he served as 
chairman.   Mr. Garrett accepted the award in the presence of his family 
and friends who had come to share in the honor. 

Public Session:  Debbie Austin, 119 Georgia Street, Central, S. C. was 
recognized to speak on behalf of herself and several citizens of the 
town.  The main concern was the condition of sidewalks on Main 
Street.  She spoke of concern for future industry and especially for the 
elderly of our community.  Safety is the main concern. 

Report from Council Committees: 

Mayor Holladay brought before Council the Revised Employee 
Handbook as revised by the Law Offices of Gignilliant, Savitz and 
Betts.  This handbook supersedes and revokes all prior versions of any 
previous memorandums, bulletins, policy or procedures and includes 
the April 9, 2001 Employee Handbook.  Motion by Frank Chaka and 
seconded by Gary White to adopt the revised Employee Handbook.  
The vote was unanimous. 

David Donald – Mr. Donald recommended Ms. Jamie Sheppard to 
become a member of the Central Beautification Committee.  Mr. 
Donald made this a motion and the motion was seconded by Gary 
White.  The vote was unanimous. 

Gary White -  Mr. White spoke on the issues involving replacing the 
sidewalks.  These are many and the entire project needs to be 



coordinated.  The water lines would have to be moved from the front of 
the buildings to the back.  Power lines would have to be changed.  Many 
issues are involved and an engineering study needs to be made.  Mr. 
White requested that qualifications for professional engineering services 
for Highway 93/Main Street, Streetscape Redevelopment be sought.  Mr. 
White announced that the Planning Commission would meet on 
February 18, 2002 to review a Home Occupation request from Roland 
and Praneat Dawson of 217 Maw Bridge Road to conduct internet 
services from their home.  Mr. White made a motion to send out a 
request for qualifications for engineering services for downtown 
streetscape project.  The vote was seconded by Stan Thompson and the 
vote was unanimous. 

Councilman David Donald addressed Council with the issue of sidewalk 
renovations.  Handicap spaces are needed and curb cuts are a must.  The 
SCDOT grant will be applied for and if we are accepted this should not 
hinder the streetscape plans.  Mr. Donald's complete presentation is 
herewith included.  Mr. Donald made a motion that Mr. Herbert 
Thompson request bids for sidewalk renovations.  The motion was 
seconded by Frank Chaka.  The vote was unanimous.  Mr. Donald 
brought to the attention of Council the lot on Wood Street where trees 
have been removed.  There is a need to put silk fencing at Coker Circle 
and Wood Street to keep the debris from washing when it rains.  The 
drainage problem near Brown Brothers Antiques can be repaired with 
some minor machine work and possibly a small amount of asphalt.  Mr. 
Donald thanked the town for the memorial sent for his grandmother who 
passed away on January 14, 2003. 

Mac Martin – Recreation – Mr. Martin gave an update on the recreation 
activity stating that this is the busiest time for the year for the facility.  
The Recreation Committee held a meeting and proposed some 
amendments to the bylaws.  Mr. Martin reported that work on the 
concession stand at Bolick Field would begin within two weeks.  He 
reported that the Senior Olympics was scheduled for September 15.  
Last year there were participants from three states.  On September 18 at 
Cannon Baptist Church Fellowship Hall awards for the Senior 
Olympics will be presented.  A senior health and fitness fair is 
scheduled in conjunction with Cannon Hospital for October 22 at 
Cannon Hospital with doctors and pharmacists there to answer 
questions for participants.  October 31 is scheduled for the Halloween 
event.  Many other events are planned for the recreation center. 

Mr. Martin moved to bring Ordinance #12-0-02 UM back to the table 
for action.  This ordinance had been tabled last month.  David Donald 
made a second and Councilman Stan Thompson inquired if this item 
were on the agenda.  Councilman Mac Martin made a motion to add 
second reading of ordinance #12-0-02UM to the agenda and move from 
the table.  David Donald seconded this motion and the vote was 
unanimous. 
Mr. Donald moved that we accept Ordinance #12-0-02UM as amended 
on second reading.  Mac Martin seconded the motion and the vote was 
unanimous. 

Councilman David Donald inquired of Councilman Martin if the tee 
ball field behind the Methodist Church would be available for the 
recreation department to use.  Mr. Martin informed Council that the 



field would not be used any more for tee ball. 

Frank Chaka – Finance -  Mr. Chaka presented the financial report with 
some questions about the 40 fund.  Administrator Thompson explained 
that this fund is financed solely by tax dollars and the TIF funds have 
not come in.  This fund pays the indoor recreation bonds.  Councilman 
David Donald requested that the auditor's report be put on the agenda 
for next work session.  This could be put in the packet for Council's 
information. 

Stan Thompson – Public Safety -  Mr. Thompson presented the activity 
of the fire and police department stating that each department had a busy 
month in January.   Councilman Thompson expressed his appreciation 
for the work that the fire department did for Helping Hands Workday.  
Assistant Fire Chief Ed Reynolds expressed his appreciation for the 
firemen that helped with the handyman work at Helping Hands.  The 
organization does not have funds to hire this type work done and this is 
scheduled to be a quarterly activity for the fire department for all who 
would like to participate.  Mr. Reynolds reported that seven firemen 
attended a training class over the weekend, which gave them a total of 
sixteen hours training.  Three firemen are in class now at the Norris Fire 
Department for training in emergency vehicle driving.  Two more classes 
are set up for February and March that will be hosted by the Central Fire 
Department.  Mr. Reynolds reported that the fire truck ordered for the 
Rural Fire Station should arrive with the next 120 days and this truck 
will be paid for by rural fire funds. Councilman David Donald inquired 
of Assistant Fire Chief Ed Reynolds what the fire department does with 
the old broken and worn equipment and Mr. Reynolds replied "just short 
and simply the fire department most of the time does not have much 
equipment that they let go and when they do let go it goes back to the 
maintenance lot that can be bid out at a later date, but right off hand I do 
no know of any that has been turned back."  Mr. Donald stated then "we 
have pretty much got everything we need"  Mr. Reynolds stated that it is 
so expensive we cannot afford to let it go.  Councilman Stan Thompson 
reported that the new Police Advisory Committee met two weeks ago 
and elected Mr. Tony Craig as chairperson. Mr.  Jason Constance was 
elected vice chairperson.  The next meeting is scheduled for March 13, 
2003 at 7:30 P. M. Councilman Thompson highlighted some of the 
events in the police report for February.  Councilman David Donald 
inquired of Police Chief Joe Gibbs the disposition of the case involving 
the go cart track where Council was presented with a petition reference 
this issue.  Chief Gibbs reported that they had a meeting with our town 
attorney along with the owner of that property and they are currently 
anticipating a peaceful resolution to that problem.  Chief Gibbs stated 
that the petition signers would be informed when the problem is solved. 

Report from Mayor and Administrator: 

Administrator's Report: 

Administrator Herbert Thompson gave an update on the arbitration 
with the sewer issue in Pickens County.  The County has agreed to pick 
up all the cost of arbitration and hopefully a hearing will be held some 
time this month.  Councilman Stan Thompson reported some comments 
he had heard as to how professionally the town officials had conducted 



themselves throughout the sewer issue. 
Mr. Thompson reported that Business License fees for next year would 
be discussed in the March work session.  Mr. Thompson advised 
Council that 1993 was the last time that business license fees had been 
revised. 

Mr. Thompson requested Council to authorize him to enter into an 
agreement with Design South Professional Engineers to do a Water 
System Hydraulic Study and Storage evaluation of our water system; the 
City of Clemson will be a part of this study.  A motion was made by 
David Donald and seconded by Frank Chaka to authorize Mr. 
Thompson to enter into an agreement with Design South Professional 
Engineers to do a Water System Hydraulic Study and Storage evaluation 
of our water system.  After discussion the vote was unanimous. 

Mr. Thompson informed Council that Sterling House has filed for 
Chapter 11, leaving us with a water bill for them that is delinquent and 
other bills to be processed.  It is unknown how long it will take for the 
Chapter 11 process to be settled. 

Mr. Thompson discussed the need to sell surplus equipment that we no 
longer use.  This matter will be discussed in the next work session with 
a list compiled of what we no longer need.  A resolution will be 
brought to the next council meeting.  Public auction will most likely be 
the best method for disposing of these items. 

The Summer Municipal meeting will be held July 10, 11, and 12, 2003 
in Myrtle Beach and the Winter meeting is to be February 25 and 26, 
2003 in Columbia. 
Mr. Thompson discussed the new employee handbook.  The attorney 
who revised the handbook for us advised Mr. Thompson that our 
handbook is in real good shape compared to many handbooks.  This 
update is to be attributed to the intern, Jennifer Meador, who worked 
here this summer. 

Mayor's Report: 

Mayor Holladay announced that the Pickens County Municipal 
Association would meet February 24, 2003 at 7:00 P. M. in Pickens and 
asked for a head count. 

The Mayor stated that there had been an increase in DHEC fees for 
water sampling, which is now .37 cents per month for each water 
customer.  This to be discussed in the next work session. 

Mayor Holladay presented Don Schaupp's request for sewer service.  
After discussion,     Councilman David Donald made a motion to deny 
Mr. Schaupp sewer service and the motion was seconded by Gary 
White.   The vote was unanimous. 

A motion was made by Mac Martin and seconded by Gary White to 
enter into executive session for the purpose of personnel matter.  The 
vote was unanimous. 

After executive session Mayor Holladay recalled the regular session 



and announced that no action was taken and no votes taken in executive 
session. 

Mayor Holladay called for a motion to adjourn.  The motion was made 
by Stan Thompson and seconded by Frank Chaka to adjourn.  The vote 
was unanimous. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Grace S. Towe 
Clerk to 
Council 


