
 

TOWN OF CENTRAL 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

1067 WEST MAIN STREET, CENTRAL, SC  29630 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2009  

 

 

Present:  Mayor Mac Martin; Council Members David Donald, Tony Craig, Lynne O’Dell 
Chapman, Tracey Reynolds, Harry Holladay, and Gary White; Administrator Phillip Mishoe; 
Police Chief Kerry Avery; Finance Director Jerri Martin; Fire Department’s Executive Director 
Ben Smith; News Media Vince Jackson and Terry Cregar; Citizens Benji Cumbie, Sara Page 
Bowers, Timothy Conover, and Andrew T. Osborne; and Town Clerk Sandy Brown.  
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Mac Martin. 
 
Gary White rendered the invocation.  
 
Dilapidated Buildings  
Phillip Mishoe stated prior to his arrival as Administrator, the town sent certified mail to Mr. 
Bobby Ray Grant in September 2003, June 2005, and July 2005, addressing the issues the 
town had with the structure (503 West Main Street).  Chief Kerry Avery presented a slide show 
to Council, of the structure, taken in 2005.  Mr. Mishoe stated he, the Chief of Police and the 
Building Inspector Richard Davidson met a year ago and then made contact with Mr. Grant and 
his realtor Archie Moore.  They talked on the phone and Mr. Grant visited Central and they 
discussed what he (Mr. Grant) could do to rectify the situation.  Mr. Grant told Mr. Mishoe he 
was trying to sell the property and thought the building could be repaired.  Chief Avery showed 
updated pictures to Council, pointing out more debris than before.  Mr. Mishoe stated he talked 
with Mr. Grant a year ago and offered to split the cost of the demolition and gave him a 6-week 
deadline.  He never heard back from Mr. Grant.  Mr. Mishoe stated he got a response from Mr. 
Grant Monday, October 12th via an email from his realtor; he gave it to Mayor Martin to read into 
the record later.  Mr. Mishoe stated his position was from a stability stand point and he did not 
think the building was fit for human habitation based on Mr. Davidson’s assessment.  From a 
public safety issue Chief Avery stated there was a good flow of homeless people in and out of 
the building. He stated we (the town) had homeless people here (in the town) just like any other 
city.   He stated the building was a hazard and the cold months were coming in and if the 
building caught on fire, the fire department would spray water from the outside and not go 
inside.  He stated he stepped into the kitchen and stepped back quickly due to loose and rotten 
boards.  There is a tree laying across the roofline and at any day, any time, if the wind blew 
right, it would take out the top half of the house.  Chief Avery stated from the contact he had had 
with the owner he does not plan to do anything to it (the building); he only wants to sell it and 
not put any money in it.   Mr. Mishoe stated, based on Mr. Davidson’s assessment they felt the 
town should give the owner 90 days to either demolish the building or give the town the 
authority to do so.  Mayor Martin asked the administrator if he confirmed that the property was 
sold at the tax sale.  Mr. Mishoe stated that was correct.   
 
Mayor Martin asked if Mr. Bobby Ray Grant or his representative was present; no one was.  
Mayor Martin read the email into the record:   

From: ARCHIE G & PATRICIA S MOORE [mailto:agmoore02@bellsouth.net] 
Sent: Monday, October 12, 2009 11:53 AM 
To: pmishoe@cityofcentral.org 

Mr. Mishoe; 
  

In reference to the Notice of Unsafe Building at 503 W. Main St., the property owner, Mr. 
Bobby Grant is unable to attend the City Council Meeting on October, 12 as he indicated 
during your phone conversation on this date. 

  
Mr. Grant wishes to inform you that he intends to demolish the building. He has located 
someone to do the work and this will be accomplished  as soon as possible.  



  
Thank you for your patience in this matter. If you need any further information, please let 
me know. You can reach me at (803) 397 - 3846 or by E-Mail at 
agmoore02@bellsouth.net 

  
  Sincerely, 
  Archie G. Moore 
 
Council Determination: 
Question 1 – Is dwelling unfit for human habitation? Reference page 2 of the ordinance. 
Lynne Chapman made a motion that the building was unfit for human habitation; seconded by 
Tracey Reynolds.   The vote was unanimous.  
 
Question 2 – Can repairs be made or should it be demolished? 
Lynne Chapman made a motion that the building be demolished; seconded by Tracey 
Reynolds.  The vote was unanimous. 
 
Question 3 – Give time limit to accomplish repairs or demolition. 
Chair, Mayor Martin made the motion to have demolition completed within ninety (90) days; 
seconded by Lynne Chapman.  The vote was unanimous.   
 
Mayor Martin stated the above questions would be communicated to the owner in writing.  Mr. 
Mishoe asked for clarification if the building was not demolished within 90 days by the owner, 
was Council giving the Town the authority to demolish it.   Chair, Mayor Martin made the motion 
to give the Town authority to demolish the building after 90 days; seconded by Harry Holladay.  
The vote was unanimous.   
  
Reading of Regular Council Meeting Minutes  
Lynne Chapman made the motion to accept the minutes of September 14, 2009 as presented: 
seconded by Tony Craig.  The vote was unanimous.  
 
Public Session 
Ms. Bertha Phillips of 337 Gassaway Street, Central, SC spoke to Council.   
Ms. Phillips was concerned about the deer population within the town limits.  She had a garden 
15 years ago and did not have a problem; today she does not have any vegetation in her yard.  
As she was driving home one evening 13 deer crossed the road in front of her.  She stated it is 
a huge problem, not just an occasional deer.  One day while driving on Hwy 93, deer ran across 
the street, in front of the pawn shop.  She stated she mentioned it to her neighbor Phillip 
Mishoe, and he told her to call the Department of Natural Resources (DNR).  After several calls 
she got in touch with them and they told her to call the Chief and he told her to contact Council.  
Ms. Phillips stated the town is at a point where doing nothing is no longer an option. Mayor 
Martin asked Ms. Philips if they (DNR) gave her recommendations on what to do about the 
deer.  She stated no, that their job was to protect the deer.  She stated she had been on-line 
and this is a growing problem in a number of small towns.  Most of the small towns have 
developed a plan to allow citizens to hunt the deer with bow (and arrow), within the city limits.  
She did find a site that had a 20-page draft of a deer management plan.  One item that all of the 
towns were in agreement was banning feeding of the deer within the city limits.  Some of the 
cities are allowing hunters to kill the deer and donate the food to the food banks to help people 
in these hard, economic times. Ms. Phillips stated something needed to be done.  Mayor Martin 
stated they would place the item on the next Work Session Agenda and have a more open 
discussion and throw out ideas.  He then invited Ms. Phillips to attend the meeting. 
 
Receipt and disposition of petitions 
Mr. Mishoe stated none at this time. 
 
Reports from Council Committees: 
 A.   Gary White – Street & Sanitation 

Mr. White reported for the month of September the Street Department completed 
35 work orders.  In addition to work orders they had 8 stops for leaves, 59 stops 
for wood, 2 stops for metal, and 177 stops for brush.  The Street Department 



cleans Main Street from Church Street to Werner Street every Friday. They 
assisted the water department reading meters on the 20th.  

 
 B. Harry Holladay – Planning 
  Mr. Holladay stated there was nothing to report at this time. 
     
 C.   Tracey Reynolds – Water & Sewer 

Ms. Reynolds reported for the month of September the Water and Sewer 
Department completed 60 work orders and flushed the sewer lines. The meters 
were read on September 17th.  Rechecks were done on the 21st and 
disconnects were done the 29th. They performed 45 disconnects and 23 
reconnects.  The Water Department also pulled water samples, flushed water 
lines, and pulled disinfection by-product samples.  

    
D. Lynne Chapman – Finance 

Ms. Chapman reported the fund balance in sewer is negative due to a parking lot 
pavement at the South Plant.  The work was done last year.  The sewer fund is 
not expected to get worse.  There is money in the general fund account. 

 
E.  Tony Craig – Public Safety 

The Fire Department had a training meeting September 8th with 24 members 
present and another one on September 22nd with 17 members present, 1 visitor 
present, and 7 members in Fire Fighter I Class.  They had 3 Building Fires, 2 
Vehicle Accident/General Cleanup calls, 1 Arching, Shorted Electrical, and 4 
Smoke Detector Activation calls.  
 
The Police Department had 16 Accident Investigations, 5 Animal Complaints, 26 
Assist Other Departments, 158 Citizens Contact, 13 Other Than Funeral Escorts, 
3 Funeral Escorts, 52 Noise Complaints, 8 Non-Traffic Warnings, 15 Suspicious 
Vehicle, 28 Warrants Obtained, 10 Alarm Activation, 24 Arrests, 136 Complaints, 
12 Extra Patrols, 49 Incident Reports, 31 Non-Traffic Tickets Issued, 28 Vehicle 
Stops, and 23 Warrants Served.  Chief Kerry Avery has been accepted to the FBI 
Academy in Quantico, VA.  He was 1 of 3 chosen in South Carolina.  He will 
continue to work in Central after his graduation.    
 

F. David Donald – Recreation 
The Central Recreation Department received a $31,000 grant through the 
Pickens County Recreation Fund to do the Phase I engineering drawings and 
grading plan for the Town of Central Recreation Complex. These funds were 
secured with the leadership of Mr. Randy Crenshaw the Town’s County Council 
Representative, and Recreation Director Tom Cloer. Tom is meeting with Trehel 
to finalize the contracts to begin the work. 
 
The Recreation Department will be the host site for the Tri-County Football 
Championship games on Tuesday, Oct. 27th. The 10 and Under Championship 
will be at 6:00 pm and the 12 and Under Championship at 7:30 pm. 
 
He reminded everyone - the Health Fair, done in partnership with Cannon 
Hospital, will be on Wednesday, Oct 14th  from 7:30 am -11:30 am at the Indoor 
Recreation Center. Flu shots and other blood work will be available along with 
over 38 booths representing a wide array of programs in health and fitness. 
 
Basketball signups will run October 6th – 22nd for boys ages 5-17 and girls ages 
5-12. 

 
From the Indoor Recreation Center: Joe Crosby reported that they will be doing a 
Zumba Session demonstration, which is a form of dance exercise and a program 
that has quickly become a popular form of exercise. He was waiting for final 
numbers on the membership losses, and hopes to have them by the Work 
Session.  The month of September appears to have more new memberships.  



Again, members are citing economic times and moving from the area as the 
primary reasons for discontinuing their membership. 

 
Introduction and Consideration of New Ordinances 
 A.  Policy #10-12-09 MEALS 

Mayor Martin read the policy in its entirety.  Lynne Chapman made the motion to 
accept the policy as presented; seconded by Tracey Reynolds.  David Donald 
stated he was under the impression that number 3 of the policy was to be 
removed.  Mr. Mishoe stated it was another item.  Gary White stated it was the 
item that had the separate meals listed.  Mr. Donald asked if they (the Council) 
were still giving the Administrator the authority to approve any meals over $25 a 
day; to which Mr. Mishoe stated it was never a discussion and they (the Council ) 
did not have a problem with it.   Mayor Martin, Lynne Chapman, Tracey 
Reynolds, Harry Holladay, and Gary White were in favor; David Donald and Tony 
Craig were opposed. 

 
Consideration of Ordinances Already in Possession of Council 
None at this time. 
  
Reports from the Administrator and Mayor: 

A.  Administrator 
1) Mr. Mishoe asked for a head count for the Council Members planning to attend 
the PCMA  Meeting, 10/26/09 at DunBurks in Easley; 6 people planned to attend. 
 
2) Mr. Mishoe asked for a head count for the PCMA Annual Banquet, 11/23/09, 
at 7:00 pm at Rock Hoppers in Clemson; 12 people will attend. 
 
3) Rollins House Update:  Mr. Mishoe contacted DOT and they will take care of 
the water issue in his driveway.  Gary White had originally brought up the issue.  
Mr. White stated there was a problem in front of Mr. Garrett’s house also. 
 
4)The water tank repairs were discussed in the Work Session.  Mr. Mishoe asked 
for authorization to proceed with getting bids for the cost of repairing the tank, at 
approximately $100,000.  Lynne Chapman asked how much money was 
presently in the fund for the repairs.  Mr. Mishoe stated approximately $25,000.  
Ms. Chapman asked if they could utilize what was in the account and were the 
repairs so bad that $100,000 needed to be spent now.  Mr. Mishoe stated the 
repairs were a process of draining, stripping, and refinishing the inside, plus the 
repairs of the outside of the tank.  He plans to stretch the payments out 4 – 5 
years.   Also, they plan to get a maintenance agreement.  This happens to all 
water tanks every 10 – 15 years.  It should have been done 3 years ago.  Lynne 
Chapman asked when the tank was built; Mayor Martin stated in 1983.  David 
Donald stated when it was discussed in Work Session he had asked Mr. Mishoe 
about the fund that was started the past budget year and found the money was 
not set aside.  He asked Mr. Mishoe how he would have known the money did 
not get set aside; to which Mr. Mishoe stated he had told him a year ago.  Harry 
Holladay asked if it would be out of commission for any length of time.  Mr. 
Mishoe stated it would, but he did not know for how long and everything would be 
worked out before it was taken out of commission.   
 
Chair, Mayor Martin made the motion to allow the Administrator to proceed with 
repairs of the water tank; seconded by Tracey Reynolds.  The vote was 
unanimous.  
 
5) Mr. Mishoe asked Council to decide how they wanted to sponsor the State of 
Central Address; also decide if they wanted to purchase tickets for Council 
Members, or buy 2 tables.  Gary White asked the purpose of participating.  
Mayor Martin stated it was a way of networking; it is a huge event at Clemson 
University.  The Chamber suggested doing it in Central to bring attention to the 
Town, Southern Wesleyan University, and the surrounding area.  Mayor Martin 



and Dr. Spittal would be speakers.  Mr. White asked how it would benefit (the 
town).  Mayor Martin stated there would be a lot of press coverage. Mr. Mishoe 
stated it would give them the opportunity to tell the citizens and the business 
community where Central is now, how far they have come, and where they are 
headed.  
 
Lynne Chapman made the motion to purchase 2 tables; seconded by Tracey 
Reynolds.  David Donald asked for a clarification as to how many people would 
be at each table and what the expense would be.  Mr. Mishoe stated 16 people, 
8-per table.  Harry Holladay asked if they (the Town) could spend the money 
without putting the budget in a bind.  Mr. Mishoe stated they could and he felt 
they, as the Town, needed to do something because they were part of it; if they 
did nothing it would send  the message that they (the Town) didn’t care.  They 
needed to support it.  Vince Jackson, citizen of Clemson, stated it was a huge 
event and a opportunity to show-case Central.  He told Council they really 
needed to do it and do it in a big way because it could focus the attention they 
had been wanting; especially with the Rail Road Festival.  It is a chance to 
spotlight Central, mostly from the people in business and people in Clemson who 
do not know what is happening in Central.  Mayor Martin called for a vote which 
was unanimous.   

 
B.  Mayor 

Mayor Martin asked the Council to vote by ballot on their preference of the color 
of the new town sign.  The choices were grey, green and wood grain brown.  
Gary White stated the green color was not the same as the train color.  He also 
asked why they needed to put South Carolina on the sign.  David Donald asked if 
they were dealing with the content of the sign.  Mayor Martin stated it was only 
the back-ground color.  Mayor Martin read the results of the ballot which were 1-
blank sheet, 1-zero, and 5 in favor of the green color.  He then directed Tom 
Cloer to proceed. 
 
Mayor Martin stated the members of the Artifact Procurement Committee were 
Anne Sheriff with the History Museum, and Jim Selton with the Railroad 
Museum, and since no other Council Member was interested he (Mayor Martin) 
volunteered to be the 3rd member.  He stated they (the committee) would have 
by-laws ready for the next Work Session. 
 
Mayor Martin read a letter from DOT regarding the work done on Gaines Street 
stating the contract did not include any work done on the rock walls.  This was 
discussed in Work Session.  He then asked Mr. Mishoe to get a list of people 
who live adjacent to the wall and their addresses.  A letter would be drafted to 
solicit donations to repair the wall.  Mayor Martin would notify the volunteers to 
proceed with the repairs and it would be done independent of town funds; the 
next step would be to get prices for repairs. 

  
Miscellaneous business not included in any of the proceeding items  

Gary White made a personal delivery to the Administrator – the 2009 Tax Duplicate.  
   

Mayor Martin stated Tuesday, October 27th the Mayor and Council Candidates will have 
a forum sponsored by the League of Women voters. 

 
With no objections Mayor Martin adjourned the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sandra L. Brown, CMC 
Town Clerk 
  
Approved: _11.09.09_____                              


